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much about those who earn a living off 

the public trough. Two and a half years 

after our first inquiry about these poor 

conditions, the gSmD began power wash-

ing, restriping, and weeding this location. 

We were left wondering why such a fight 
over such a simple thing. In my opin-

ion, the conditions while improved are 

still far short of the minimum standards 

we should expect. There will be more 

to this story as the article on page four 

reveals the next chapter. Stay tuned!

President’s Message
By JIm BIgham

This issue finds us in the middle 

of summer with the houston heat 

and humidity, as we continue to 

work on many, many different proj-

ects and address various issues. 

The first half of the year brought a 

renewed focus on battling commercial 

encroachment, mostly auto dealers, and 

we met with hPD’s Auto Dealer command 

staff to find a solution to this chronic 

problem. we discovered however that 

this is simply not a priority for hPD. In 

all fairness, the current ordinance which 

requires the seller to post a for sale sign, 

hasn’t kept up with the internet and 

online ads.  In general it’s 

almost impossible to prove 

an ordinance violation, and 

with limited manpower as-

signed to the unit, it’s rare 

for an Officer to be available. 

Patrol units from midwest 

or South gessner simply 

don’t respond to this type 

of call so we have turned 

to the courts, filing numer-

ous lawsuits against the property owners 

who allow this commercial activity. This 

has been effective but expensive, and we 

intend to revisit the issue with proposed 

changes to the city ordinance, but that 

will likely be a 2015 or later project. 

regarding security, we continue to 

work closely with our private contrac-

tor S.e.A.l., adding a fourth Officer to 

the program, and allowing us to more 

effectively cover the large footprint of 

the subdivision. This is a very unique 

effort as we are the only private sub-

division to develop this type of patrol 

initiative. we have divided the area into 

four separate patrol “sectors”, allowing 

the Officers to become familiar with the 

streets, people, and activities that occur 

in a smaller area. we developed “sweep” 

and “intensified sweep” techniques to 

saturate portions of the neighborhood at 

key times with marked patrol units, in 

order to be highly visible and deter the 

bad guys. based on hPD crime reports, 

S.e.A.l. dispatch logs, and neighborhood 

feedback, we have deployed as many as 

three units at a time during these sweeps, 

with an Officer in reserve to handle calls. 

you may have noticed this increased 

presence, which seems to be paying off 

with fewer property crimes, specifically 

burglaries. we’ve added detailed crime 

data from hPD in this issue and will con-

tinue to monitor and revise the deploy-

ment of security resources as needed.

In January we began the process of 

identifying the entity respon-

sible for the deteriorating 

conditions at the bellaire-

Fondren intersection which 

led us to the greater Sharp-

stown management District 

(gSmD). The improvements, 

which were funded and 

installed by the Sw houston 

redevelopment Author-

ity in 2007, have long been 

neglected and were in very poor shape. To 

be clear these are City of houston owned 

streets and improvements, and the gSmD 

has a contract to maintain them, which 

in our view has been poorly done. Any 

casual observer would note that these 

conditions would never be allowed to 

happen in the galleria or Downtown, and 

yet even after asking Council member 

mike laster to intervene we were met 

with confrontation, broken promises, and 

personal attacks. The gSmD manager, 

rather than simply taking care of the 

broken pavers, filthy sidewalks, benches, 

weeds, faded pedestrian markings, and 

broken crosswalk safety equipment, the 

very maintenance they’re required to do 

under contract with the City of houston, 

felt the urge to address our board directly 

with letters to our homes.  This clumsy, 

but somewhat effective strategy revealed 
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major changes are in progress at the SCA Office as Amy 
Garcia and Kourtney Gray join our team. while our previ-

ous office admin and committee coordinator Diane Robertson 

recovers from a serious health scare, Amy steps in to handle 

admin duties to include membership, title company informa-

tion requests, invoicing, and communications support. She is 

bilingual in english and Spanish and is a great addition to our 

organization. She is already helping provide more frequent and 

timely updates to our web site and news alerts, and we look 

forward to her helping us create a more professional responsive 

association.

Kourtney joined us part time and learned the basics of our 

association operations in the admin role but has taken up the 

challenge of filling the Deed restriction (DrV) and Architecure 

(ACr) committee coordinator role with Diane’s abscence. She’s 

working closely with Angelique rivera and Pat menville as we 

prepare for the next steps in deed restriction enforcement.

The SCA board has approved the addtion of a third staffer, 

a FIelD CASe mAnAger, that will be supporting the DrV and 

ACr system in the field. while we have historically relied on 

volunteers to help substantiate and document violations, this 

has proven slow and cumbersome. All volunteers have personal 

time and energy constraints that limit their ability to provide 

updates on cases. In the past the SCA has occasionally out 

sourced this activity to independent contractors, but the pro-

gram has always been quite minimal. we intend to identify, 

recruit, hire, and train the right individual that can move the 

operation forward. 

In other news, with the successful scanning and archiving 

of most historical documents, the office is beginning the next 

phase of implementing an industry specific management soft-

ware platform that will streamline all organization processes, 

including more effective communication. This is a major proj-

ect that will take place over the weeks and months ahead. It 

remains a stark reminder of where we’ve been, operating for 

most of 2013 with volunteers and modest hours of paid staff, 

and now transitioning to a complete and active organization, 

ready to focus on the primary mission of architectural control, 

deed restriction enforcement, and safety & security. 

Administration 
& Finance

New Bilingual (Spanish) Admin Staffer
Field Case Manager Position Approved

 

ReCeIPtS
membership Dues 52,403$            
membership - Associate 450                  
Security 88,026              
Advertising 75                   
Transfer Fees 19,950              
refinance Fees 1,555               
Architectural Fees 1,676               
legal Fees reimbursed 3,945               
Other 287                  

 

     total Receipts 168,367          

eXPenSeS 
Accounting 3,456$              
bank Charges 406                  
Security 85,993              
Deed restrictions (legal) 18,672              
Depreciation -                  
beautification 672                  
Insurance 837                  
Deed restriction (Other) 300                  
membership 4,026               
mosquito Spraying 2,599               
Office Supplies 402                  
Payroll 25,750              
Payroll Taxes 3,547               
Office lease 5,206               
newsletter 4,333               
Telephone 1,802               

      govt. relations 1,233               

     total expenses 159,234          
 

Unrestricted net Assets (Decrease) 9,133$           

Sharpstown Civic Association, Inc.
Operating results (Preliminary)
Period ending June 30th, 2014

(modified Cash basis)
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Summer has brought us a 

major Increase in rob-

beries, with shots fired 

and victims assaulted.

     The Sharpstown Subdivi-

sion faces an urgent and 

serious increase in violent 

crime inside the subdivision 

boundaries. Over the last few 

weeks, street, driveway, and 

home robberies have sky-

rocketed, mostly inside the 

Country Club Terrace 3 section, 

but across the entire subdivi-

sion, with a dozen robberies 

reported to houston Police. 

residents are urged to be 

aware of their surroundings 

and be cautious walking alone 

or carrying anything that ap-

pears valuable. It seems an 

iPhone is valuable enough.

     The latest incident involved 

an older male pedestrian who 

was robbed at gunpoint by 

two black males yesterday 

afternoon, on Kendalia while 

walking from the bus stop on 

bellaire. his daughter, who was 

arriving to pick him up, at-

tempted to follow the suspects 

in their light gold or silver 

lexus. The suspects fired as 

many as four shots toward her 

vehicle. S.e.A.l. Officers brack-

in and Flores were just begin-

ning a combined sweep of 

that section and were flagged 

down by the victim moments 

after it occurred. emS and 

hPD were dispatched to the 

scene. The victim, a visitor 

and non-resident, was treated 

and was not transported.

     The Safety Committee 

began to notice an increase in 

robbery reports several weeks 

ago, but the houston Police 

crime stat web site which pro-

vides 1,7,and 30 day incident 

info was not posting the DAy 

& TIme of the crime. we could 

not determine exactly when 

these were happening, but 

that has been resolved, and 

we now have hard informa-

tion to report. we generally 

experience one or two violent 

crimes per month across the 

entire subdivision, usually 

categorized as assaults, which 

are often related to family 

issues and domestic violence. 

we rArely have a robbery 

report, but in the last 30 days 

or so we have had a dozen.

    residents should be cau-

tious at all times. Contact 

Sharpstown Patrol (S.e.A.l.) 

operations at 713-338-2266 

to report suspicious activ-

ity AnD the houston Police 

Department emergency by 

dialing 911 to report a SerI-

OuS CrIme ThAT JuST OC-

CurreD Or IS In PrOgreSS.

Stay safe and keep 

us informed!

OIn march 2013, the City of hous-

ton, through City Council Ordinance 

2013-212, approved the expansion of the 

boundaries of Tax Increment reinvest-

ment Zone (TIrZ) #20. 109 homes were 

annexed, as part of a rectangle shaped 

block in the north west portion of Sec-

tion Two. The purpose of the annexation 

is to facilitate the construction of some 

unspecified project for hbu, with various 

“options” including a science complex.

     The annexation does not create any 

additional tax burden for property own-

ers, rather it allows for TIrZ spending 

in the public 

right of way.  

The proposed 

hbu project 

appears to be 

unfunded or in 

a later phase, 

(they do not 

even own the 

land yet) but 

the framework 

for com-

mercial encroachment, with almost 

certain City of houston (TIrZ) financial 

involvement, has been established. 

     As you know, our entire subdivision is 

restricted to single family use only, and 

we have consistently worked to protect 

against commercial encroachment.  This 

year alone our efforts include multiple 

lawsuits filed against property owners 

who have converted these homes to com-

mercial use. These cases involve the stor-

age of materials, heavy commercial vehi-

cles, and retail traffic, all of which create 

real safety, noise, and traffic problems.

we’ve had preliminary discussions with 

many parties, and it is unclear whether 

our deed restrictions will provide any real 

barrier to a vigorous, organized effort to 

build a commercial facility (science build-

ing complex, retail stores, parking lot, or 

who knows) inside our boundaries. City 
of Houston involvement via tIRZ #20 is 
a game changer! And while neither the 

TIrZ nor hbu has the authority of emi-

nent Domain, the COh does. In 2007, the 

uptown Development Authority (galleria 

area) persuaded houston City Council to 

seize property for 

redevelopment. 

The COh con-

demned a small 

parcel of land on 

San Felipe while 

paying the owners 

a million dollars 

less than market 

value. It’s not 

hard to imagine 

a similar scenario 

for a reluctant seller in Sharpstown.

     We were not informed in any way, 

nor were there any public meetings or 

other communications about this mat-

ter, other than the standard legal notices 

and regularly scheduled meetings of City 

Council and TIrZ #20. This is far from 

a done deal, and we are fully engaged 

in evaluating the situation in order to 

determine the next steps. we’ll keep 

you up to date as we learn more. 

Community Issues

Homes Annexed by City of Houston
Section 2 included in 2013 TIRZ Expansion 
SIgnIF ICAnT ISSueS relATIng TO The neIghbOrhOOD quAlITy OF l IFe ,  InCluDIng POTenTIAl
COmmerCIAl enCrOAChmenT, hAS The Full ATTenTIOn OF SCA leADerShIP.

Membership
Committee

Safety & Security

Summer Brings Robbery Increase
Residents should be alert and aware!

COnTACT ShArPSTOwn PATrOl (S .e .A.l . )  OPerATIOnS AT 713-338-2266 TO rePOrT SuSPIC IOuS
 ACTIV ITy.  DIAl 911 TO rePOrT A SerIOuS CrIme ThAT JuST OCCurreD Or IS In PrOgreSS.

 Date Hour Offense type Block Range Street name
7/5 8 Rape 7800-7899 BEECHNUT
5/27 23 Robbery 6700-6799 REDDING
5/9 21 Robbery 8500-8599 DASHWOOD

5/13 22 Auto Theft 7100-7199 GESSNER
5/25 23 Auto Theft 7800-7899 GULFTON
5/6 7 Auto Theft 7800-7899 KENDALIA

5/16 9 Burglary 5600-5699 HAZEN
5/20 13 Burglary 6700-6799 LANGDON
5/3 10 Burglary 7000-7099 ROOS
5/11 18 Burglary 7400-7499 BARBERTON
5/21 11 Burglary 7700-7799 EICHLER
5/3 17 Burglary 7700-7799 ROMNEY

5/11 17 Burglary 7700-7799 ROMNEY
5/20 9 Burglary 7800-7899 GULFTON
5/4 8 Burglary 7800-7899 SANDS POINT

5/11 23 Burglary 7900-7999 REDDING
5/20 13 Burglary 8100-8199 LEADER
5/17 17 Burglary 8500-8599 STROUD
4/5 9 Burglary 8800-8899 ROOS
5/1 11 Burglary 9000-9099 NEFF

5/29 9 Burglary 9200-9299 CARVEL
4/30 6 Burglary 9200-9299 ROOS
5/20 17 Burglary 9300-9399 SHARPVIEW
5/23 12 Burglary 9600-9699 LANGDON
5/1 12 Theft 6800-6899 LANGDON

5/13 16 Theft 6800-6899 LANGDON
5/16 22 Theft 7000-7099 HENDON
5/3 23 Theft 7000-7099 ROOS
5/4 21 Theft 7100-7199 GALLEON
5/6 1 Theft 7400-7499 MARINETTE
5/8 14 Theft 7700-7799 SANDPIPER
5/1 23 Theft 8100-8199 LANGDON
5/2 2 Theft 8400-8499 CARVEL

5/16 0 Theft 8500-8599 CARVEL
5/10 17 Theft 8800-8899 HAZEN
4/27 18 Theft 8800-8899 ROWAN
5/6 12 Theft 8800-8899 STROUD
5/4 14 Theft 8900-8999 LANGDON

5/21 21 Theft 8900-8999 TRIOLA
5/19 12 Theft 9000-9099 CONCHO
5/15 22 Theft 9000-9099 TROULON
5/22 12 Theft 9300-9399 SHARPVIEW

 Offense may 14 year Ago Chg Chg %

burglary 18 23 -5 -22%
Theft 18 29 -11 -38%
Auto Theft 3 1 2  
Aggravated Assault 0 0 0  
robbery 2 1 1  

we are pleased to announce that 

after some last minute organizing, 

communicating, and persuading, 

bArC and the Administration agreed 

to accept a “friendly amendment” 

to the proposed changes to Chapter 

6 of the municipal code. This item 

was passed 15-1 on wed. march 26, 

with two successful amendments.

At the urging of Sharpstown and 

Westbury, the two largest subdivi-

sions in the City of houston, Super 

neighborhood Alliance leaders were 

able to persuade bArC managers and 

the mayor to include an amendment. 

See the language below, which for the 

first time places a hard limit (3) on 

the number of cats at a residence:

Sec. 6-86 License Requirement:
(a) It is unlawful for any person to 
own, keep, possess or have control 
over four or more adult dogs, four 
or more adult cats, or any com-
bination thereof exceeding three 
adult dogs and three adult cats on 
residential property within 100 feet 
of any other building used for hu-
man habitation.  The distance shall 
be measured in a straight line from 
the nearest point of the structure or 
fenced enclosure where the animal is 
contained to the nearest point of the 
building used for human habitation. 
Thank you for all your support!

BIG CHAnGeS tO CIty OF 
HOUStOn AnIMAL ORDInAnCe
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houston City Council member, At large 

Position 1, Stephen Costello joined 

us for our June meeting. Cm Costello 

chairs the budget & Fiscal Affairs com-

mittee and has been deeply involved 

in city finances since first elected to 

council. he is serving his third and 

final term and brought important con-

text to the current budget situation.

     One item of interest was the reminder 

that the houston Fire Department budget 

expanded greatly after the tragic loss of 

Captain Jay Janke in the Four leaf Towers 

high rise fire in 2001. Costello remarked 

that prior to that event hFD routinely 

staffed fire trucks with three firefighters, 

but in the period after the line of duty 

death, hFD increased the manpower to 

four firefighters per truck. This has been 

a major factor in escalating employee 

costs, to include pension and other 

related matters. he briefly discussed the 

revenue cap that the city may face in the 

next cycle and took questions about the 

drainage fee and the rebuild houston 

program. Several attendees spoke pas-

sionately about their disatisfaction with 

the newly enacted equal rights Ordinance 

which Cm Costello supported. Our thanks 

to the city-wide elected Council member 

for visiting the Sharpstown community 

and listening to our concerns. he didn’t 

flinch or duck any questions and we wish 

we had more time for the dialogue.

  

Our July meeting featured Kassy Ro-
driquez with the non profit organization 

Plant It Forward Farms. This group has 

several urban farms in the community, 

and they provide fresh, seasonal produce 

for houston residents. All of the farm 

products are free of chemical pesti-

cides and are freshly picked for sale. 

The concept is to create so called urban 

micro farms, while supporting refugees. 

Kassy described how many of the  farm-

ers are Congolese and have been pro-

vided with tools, training, and not least 

importantly the land on which to farm.

    A primary location is on Fondren 

near braeswood, on land under the joint 

control of a local church, with several 

more including upper Kirby, heights, 

montrose, westbury, and a soon to be 

developed plot in conjunction with St. 

Paul’s here in the Sharpstown community.

    The primary model way for neighbors 

to get this fresh produce is through a 

subscription system with a weekly bag 

of seasonal items running about $24. The 

varieties change with the season, but 

as we have a very long growing calen-

dar the refugee farmers with as little 

as 25 susbscriptions can earn a livable 

wage. This allows these individuals to 

become self sufficient through a sustain-

able urban farm. Farm stands are avail-

able at each location too, and residents 

are encouraged to visit and buy what 

is available, just like some of the top 

chefs in town, who have discovered the 

unparalled quality and taste of non-gmO 

organic produce just out of the field. 

     As icing on the cake, Kassy brought 

bags stuffed with produce for our door 

prizes, and two lucky attendees got to try 

these wonderful vegetables. Our thanks 

to Kassy and we look forward to hearing 

mopre about this interesting and impor-

tant organization. Visit their web site: 

Plant-it-forward.org

Photo: By Plant It Forward Farms

The deed restriction 

committe had a major 

breakthrough late in 2013, 

which resulted in the clos-

ing of a pair of homes that 

were being used as “ho-

tel” type, short term rental 

habitations. The properties 

were eventually sold by the 

owner after working with 

the SCA to convert them 

back to single family use. 

In late fall 2013 the SCA 

was approached by an 

individual who can only be 

described as an informant. 

he had been a tenant in 

one of these homes, renting 

half of the garage. See the 

picture above on the bot-

tom right, and you’ll notice 

that the garage was split into 

two rooms. The kitchen was 

converted into an additional 

bathroom and shower, with 

the dining room, living room, 

and den converted to rooms 

as well. These properties were 

located side by side in Ter-

race 3 and had a total of 20 

(twenty) rooms with lockable 

doors constructed inside. The 

informant was in the process 

of being evicted and allowed 

us entry to take these photos. 

we immediately reported the 

life safety and code violations 

to the City of houston, with 

code enforcement inspec-

tors visiting and writing ten 

citations, totally $16,000 in 

fines. we also gave the owner 

notice under Texas Statute, 

Chpater 209 that we intended 

to file suit within 30 days.

The owner, facing the 

serious expense and time of 

dealing with both the City of 

houston and the court system 

placed them on the market 

for sale. when the SCA office 

received a request from a 

title company for information 

on these two homes, we gave 

them a nOTICe OF VIOlATIOn 

and made it clear that a 

lawsuit was pending. The title 

company communicated this 

to the buyer and the owner 

then began working with 

us to convert them back to 

single family use. we made 

mutliple visits and inspec-

tions and within a short peri-

od the situation was resolved. 

This is the first of many such 

cases that we are pursu-

ing and we will keep you 

up to date as we proceed. 

Deed Restriction
Enforcement

Membership Meeting

Breakthrough on Bootleg “Hotels”
Major Offender brought into Compliance 

Summer Meetings Blend Refugee
 Farmers with City Council Leadership. 

Please review this document 

that was filed on 2/20/2014 

with the office of the har-

ris County Clerk. The full 

policy can be viewed on our 

website and is also available 

via email or hard copy by 

contacting the SCA Office.

POLICy REgULaTINg ThE 
PaRKINg aND STORagE 
OF COmmERCIaL VE-
hICLES, RECREaTIONaL 
VEhICLES, aND TRaILERS

NOW ThEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED 
ThaT, in order to define the 
extent of and the manner in 
which the SCa will enforce the 
noxious or offensive activ-
ity or condition restriction 
in place for the Sharpstown 
Community by and through 
the provisions set forth in the 
dedicatory instruments on file 
for each section comprising 
the Sharpstown Community, 
and pursuant to the author-
ity given to the Board by the 
Texas Property Code, the SCa 
adopts this Policy setting forth 
the parameters of acceptable 
commercial vehicles, recre-
ational vehicles and trailers 
present on lots located within 
the Sharpstown Community.
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Sharpstown Subdivision
2014 Heavy Trash Schedule

 
ClIP OuT AnD SAVe ThIS SCheDule 

you may place waste at curb no earlier than
 6:00 Pm on the Friday prior to collection

 Month Mon. tues. Collection
January 13 14 Tree waste Only
February 10 11 Junk waste
march 10 11 Tree waste Only
April 14 8 Junk waste
may 12 13 Tree waste Only
June 9 10 Junk waste
July 14 8 Tree waste Only

August 11 12 Junk waste
September 8 9 Tree waste Only
October 13 14 Junk waste

november 10 12* Tree waste Only
December 8 9 Junk waste

7211 regency Square blvd. Suite 117
houston, Texas 77036-3137
ShArPSTOwnCIVIC.Org
(713) 789-2311

COMMuNITy CALENDAR

WeSt of Fondren
 2nd Monday

eASt of Fondren 
2nd tuesday 

HBU HUSKy FOOtBALL
Sat, 9-6, Dunham Field, mcmurry, 7:00 pm

Sat, 9-27, Dunham Field, Abilene Christian, 7:00 pm

Sat, 10-18, Dunham Field, Stephen F. Austin, 7:00 pm

Sat, 10-25, Dunham Field, nicholls, 7:00 pm

WALteR LIBRARy
8-6, 8-13, 8-20, 8-27, Teen gaming 4:00 pm

8-5,8-12,8-19,8-26, Children’s Crafts 4:00 pm

8-7,8-14,8-21,8-26, Children’s Story Time, 4:00 pm

GReAteR SHARPStOWn MAnAGeMent DIStRICt
monday, 8-25, 12:oo pm, board of Directors meeting

location: Chinese Community Center

SW HOUStOn ReDeVeLOPMent AUtHORIty
Thursday, 8-7, 11:30 am, board meeting

location: brays Oaks mD Office

BAyLAnD COMMUnIty CenteR
monday(s), ballroom Dancing, 2:00 pm

monday(s), Strength Training, 10:15 am


